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Goal 4: Support Innovation and Applied Research to 
Efficiently Implement Statewide Health IT Initiatives

Objectives:

4A. Promote collaborative innovation and research to advance 
implementation, utilization, and improvement of health IT in public, 
private, and academic settings

4B. Broaden statewide partnership and engagement in implementing the 
Utah HIT strategic plan

4C. Disseminate evidence-based best practices to enhance statewide 
adoption of technology solutions



• Community collaborative 

• Comprised of health care purchasers, payers, 
providers and the public

• Shared strategies
• Transparency (cost and quality)

• Addressing variation 

• Community approaches to system improvement

• Patient/family engagement

Utah Partnership for Value-driven Health Care (UPV)



• Advance Care Planning Advisory Group

• Bringing Utah's Patient Voices to Research

• TAG - Transparency Advisory Group

• Patient and Family Engagement

• Utah Action Coalition for Health (nursing 
workforce)

• Affordability Initiative

Current UPV Workgroups

https://healthinsight.org/utah-partnership-for-value-driven-healthcare

https://healthinsight.org/utah-partnership-for-value-driven-healthcare


Advanced Care Planning Workgroup

• Empower patients and families to engage in informed end of life 
conversations within families and providers

• Provide training to providers to facilitate these discussions and integrate 
documentation of the discussion into provider-workflow utilizing a 
clinical decision support system

• Enhance the portability and accessibility of documented preferences, 
Provider Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment (POLST) and Advance 
Directives, at the time of need using a secure electronic process

• ACP Summit in Salt Lake City, September 2019



Patient and Family 
Engagement



Patient and Family Engagement

• Leveraging the contribution of Patients and 
Families in Utah
• Spread use of Open Notes concept 

• Quality improvement intervention co-design, patient 
review of concepts and products

• Advance co-design in local research



• Foster meaningful community member/ 
researcher relationships

• Disseminate patient centered outcomes      
research locally

• Enhance collaboration for successful                  
awards

Bringing Utah's Patient Voices to Research



Transparency



• Includes 25th, 50th and 75th percentile "total provider payments" for 
inpatient MS-DRGs for hospitals in Utah

https://opendata.utah.gov/Health/2017-Utah-Provider-Payment-Comparison-Hospital-Inp/8hrg-mh67

2017 Utah Provider Payment Comparison:
Hospital Inpatient MS-DRG

https://opendata.utah.gov/Health/2017-Utah-Provider-Payment-Comparison-Hospital-Inp/8hrg-mh67
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https://opendata.utah.gov/Health/2016-Clinic-Cost-of-Care-and-Quality-Comparisons-f/5vcy-cd5r

2016 Clinic Cost of Care and Quality Comparisons for 

Clinics with Five or More Service Providers

Provider
Cost 
Measure Cost Index Quality Measure Rate

Quality 
Measure 1 Rate 1 Quality Measure 2 Rate 2

ALPINE INTERNAL 
MEDICINE TCoC 0.944

Breast Cancer 
Screen 0.67 A1C Testing 0.69

Medical Attention for 
Nephropathy 0.78

BRIGHAM MEDICAL 
CLINIC, INC. TCoC 1.153

Breast Cancer 
Screen 0.57 A1C Testing 0.74

Medical Attention for 
Nephropathy 0.87

SPANISH FORK CLINIC TCoC 0.925
Breast Cancer 
Screen 0.57 A1C Testing 0.9

Medical Attention for 
Nephropathy 0.98

CEDAR RIDGE FAMILY 
MEDICINE TCoC 1.122

Breast Cancer 
Screen 0.71 A1C Testing 0.84

Medical Attention for 
Nephropathy 0.8

REVERE HEALTH PROVO 
CLINIC TCoC 1.215

Breast Cancer 
Screen 0.72 A1C Testing 0.88

Medical Attention for 
Nephropathy 0.92

COPE FAMILY MEDICINE 
LC TCoC 1.008

Breast Cancer 
Screen 0.71 A1C Testing 0.97

Medical Attention for 
Nephropathy 0.91

COPPERVIEW MEDICAL 
CENTER, LLC TCoC 0.904

Breast Cancer 
Screen 0.53 A1C Testing 0.9

Medical Attention for 
Nephropathy 0.88



Current Transparency Activities

• Transparency Advisory Group choosing three new measures for Physician 
Office Quality Transparency (published on 2017 data July 2019)

• Supporting Health Data Committee as we develop a consumer facing 
website with cost data (HB 178  Transparency Website Amendments ) 
and as we publish cost for common procedures



Affordability



Affordability Priority Work Areas from Boot Camp from 
April 2018

1. Develop a cost and quality transparency website for consumers

2. Conduct an assessment of prevalence and spending associated with 
low value care in Utah

3. Bring together data from myriad sources (211 call-in data, HIE data, 
APCD data and more) to form a comprehensive yet detailed picture of 
unmet social and medical needs in Utah



Work Progress/Updates

1. Consumer Website: Rep. Brad Daw took leadership on this with HB 178 
(passed) to develop a consumer website publishing the median 
amount paid for at least the top 50 medical procedures. 

2. Assessment of Low Value Care: UHPP and Lynn Quincy published data 
briefs on this topic and presented findings to the Utah State Legislature 
in February 2019.

3. Comprehensive Database: Committee formed with involved 
stakeholders (chaired by United Way) to collect various social 
determinants of health data (211 data), UDOH data and other 
applicable and available data. 



Thank you 

Sarah Woolsey, MD, MPH, FAAFP

Comagine Health, Utah Medical Director

swoolsey@comagine.org

mailto:swoolsey@comagine.org

